
 20 11 Preserva tion M onth

 “W alking in H istory’s F ootsteps”
 4 3 6 4 71

 E njoy the lovely sp ring w eather, take a w alk dow n 
 M ain Street and find w here these 15 p hoto clues w ere 
 taken. A long the w ay, adm ire the beautiful historic 
 features of our M ain Street B uildings. W estm inster w as 
 founded in 1764 by W illiam  W inchester of E ngland. 
 T hink about all the p eop le w ho w alked along M ain 
 Street over the p ast 247 years. 

 T his year’s H unt them e is “W alking in H istory’s 
 F ootstep s” so all of the p hotos w ere taken at ground 
 level or at below  your eye-level.  A ll features  are found 
 along M ain Street betw een 14 W est M ain Street and 
 270 E ast M ain Street; and all features in the scavenger 
 hunt  are visible from  M ain Street,  so p articip ants 
 should not enter p rivate p rop erty for p urp oses of 
 com p leting the scavenger hunt. (N o tresp assing!) 

 If you can find the location of 13 of the 15 p hotos, 
 you w ill receive a 2011 Preservation M onth Poster. 
 Subm it your answ ers along w ith your nam e, address and 
 p hone num ber on a sep arate sheet of p ap er, only one 
 entry p er p erson. A ll entries should be returned to the 
 C ity of W estm inster Adm inistrative O ffice at 56 W est 
 M ain Street to receive your 2011 Preservation M onth 
 Poster; by June 20.

 #1 #1 #1  #2 #2 #2  #3 #3 #3  #4 #4 #4  #5 #5 #5

 #6 #6 #6  #7 #7 #7  #8 #8 #8  #9 #9 #9  #10 #10 #10

 #11 #11 #11  #12 #12 #12  #13 #13 #13  #14 #14 #14  #15 #15 #15
 T he 2011 W estm inster’s H istoric M ain Street
 Scavenger H unt is sp onsored by the W estm inster 
 H istoric D istrict C om m ission.
 Q uestion s?  C ontact M elissa H ynes
 at 410-848-9000
 or at m hynes@ w estgov.com  

 S caveng er H un t W estm inster’s H istoric M a in Street W estm inster’s H istoric M a in Street

 M edia Sp onsor:

sparthree
Rectangle



Westminster’s Historic Main Street Scavenger Hunt 2011 

Clues 

Photo # 15 - Owned and occupied by the Baumgartner family for over 130 years, this house is 
unique in the city for a variety of reasons. The arrangement and use of the levels is very 
continental: the ground floor was originally used as an attorney’s office while the upper floors 
were the family’s living quarters. 

Photo #14 - Having been built 1913, it housed a clothing store and tailor shop until 1940 when it 
was leased to G. C. Murphy for the next forty years. In 1980 Terry Burke opened The Treat Shop 
on the first floor. At that time an antique mall occupied the basement when the antique mall 
closed a restaurant called The Cellar Door opened.  

Photo #13 – No Clue  

Photo #12 - Westminster’s “Brownstone Era” was short-lived; of the two buildings it produced, 
123 East Main Street is probably the more advanced essay in the style. It fronts the north side of 
Main Street. The three-bay, three-story building has some of the city’s only rustication; other 
rarities include segmental arched windows and broad sandstone steps. 

Photo #11 - As originally designed by Jackson Gott, this building is a three story structure built 
of buff brick laid in common stretcher bond with trimmings of white brick and Baltimore County 
marble, the building is topped by a tower which gives the structure a total height of 92’, easily 
the most dominant feature of the Westminster skyline. 

Photo #10 - Three-and-a-half stories tall and five bays wide, this house is one of the most 
powerful forces on the Westminster streetscape. In 1778, David Fisher built a log cabin where 
the ground floor northwest room of the present home is today. Fisher’s son, John, became cashier 
of the newly created Bank of Westminster, located across the street. When he inherited the 
property, he built a 25' X 60' I-house, incorporating the earlier structure’s foundations. In 1850, 
Fisher’s heirs sold the place to Judge John Smith, who built the present 16 room cube; a six room 
service wing was added after 1877. 

Photo #9 - Built in 1807 by Jacob Sherman for his daughter, Eve and her husband, David 
Shriver, the five-bay house has played a key role in the architectural and social history of 
Westminster. It recalls lines by Sir John Summerson, who said “it is curious how, in almost 
every town or large village, there are one, or perhaps two, houses which stand out as the 
unquestionable candidates for preservation.” 

Photo #8 – No Clue  



Photo #7 - This is one of the largest houses in the city, a point that the original builders, a family 
of prosperous merchants, certainly would have felt worthy of mention. But, for all its size, the 
house continued the local norm of having two perpendicular-gabled sections with a three-bay 
facade facing Main Street. Certain features help the house escape grossness: the semicircular, 
leaded, stained glass transom; over the paneled entrance door itself. 

Photo #6 – No Clue 

Photo #5 - The western half of this building was used for many years as a residence for the 
prominent Gilbert family. There is structural evidence in the basement suggesting that the house 
was erected atop an older structure. The building has had a variety of owners since and was once 
owned by the Taylor Motor Company, which may have built the large garage section to the rear 
and possibly the eastern half of the building. 

Photo #4 - Known as the “White Palace”, it is basically of a size and form that is quite normal to 
the area, above the first floor the building explodes into a riot of the city’s most fanciful 
brickwork. The building provides a clear example of how a late-Victorian architect adapted the 
local norms of mass and decoration to fit the needs of his time. By including the top half story, 
making the building a common place two-and-a-half stories, the designer was true to local 
standards. 

Photo #3 – No Clue  

Photo #2 - Although built independently ,this is one of the two buildings that today present a 
fairly unified appearance, at least on their south facades, which are united by window placement, 
cornice treatment, and, perhaps, most effectively, by a bow front connector. It is in this form that 
the buildings appear in an 1877 plat of the city. 

Photo #1 - This building was the home of the Times Printing Company, which was founded in 
1911 and became the Carroll County Times in 1956.  It has been renovated to maintain the 
historic charm while being a vibrant business location.  


