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ethic of environmental stewatdp, and promote economic development. Both State and local
funding decisions on public construction projects must adhere to the visions.

The eight visions contained in the Planning Act are:

1. Development is concentrated in suitable areas;

2. Sensitive areas are protected;

3. In rural areas, growth is directed tastixg population centerand resource areas are
protected,;

4. Stewardship of the Chesapeake Bay and the land is a universal ethic;

5. Conservation of resources, including @uion in resource consuyation is practiced,;

6. To ensure the achievement of Visionthdough 5, economic growth is encouraged and

regulatory mechanisms are streamlined;

7. Adequate public facilitiesna infrastructure under the control of tb@unty or municipal
corporation are available or planned in areas where growth is to occur.

8. Funding mechanisms are addressed to achieve these Visions.

The Smart Growth Areas Act of 1997stnated ‘Priority Funding Areas’ around the
State as a regulatory mechanism designed tpatphe visions listed above. The Act directs
State investment in development such aghWways, sewer and water construction, economic
development assistance, and State leases or construction of new office facilities to areas most
suitable for growth. The City of Westminstsrdesignated as a Priority Funding Area under the
Act, and the goals, objectives, and recommendedractiontained in the &h have been drafted
within this context.

The chapters that follow address all of the key issues in Westminster today, including
environmental resources, population, housinggnemic development, tourism, neighborhood
revitalization and historic resirces, land use, transportetj water and sewer, community
facilities, growth management, and interjuridtinal coordination. Each chapter includes a
description of the existing conditions in the GafyWestminster, identifies the areas of concern,
and lists a set of goals, objectives, and recemaed actions that aguided by the existing
conditions and the local arstiate Visions listed above.

The final chapter, Plan Implementation, provides a complete list of all
the goals and objectives developed throughout the plan, as well as a series of
recommended actions for achieving each objective. The recommended action
plan is also outlined at the end of each chapter.
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